
CITY OF CRANSTON 
BOARD OF CANVASSERS 
Regular Meeting of August 28, 2018 – APPROVED MINUTES 
 

The Cranston Board of Canvassers met on August 28, 2018, in a meeting advertised 
in accordance with the Rhode Island Open Meetings Act on August 24, 2018. The 
meeting was called to order by the Chairperson, Randall Jackvony, at 5:03 p.m. It was 
held in the Canvassing Office at Cranston City Hall, Room 100. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Randall Jackvony, Gary Vierra, Fred Joslyn 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
NON-MEMBERS PRESENT: Nicholas Lima (Registrar), Theresa Bucci (Canvassing 
Aide), Maria Madonna (Date Entry and Maintenance Specialist), David Igliozzi 
(Assistant City Solicitor), Thomas Rotella (Election Specialist) 
 
The chair declared a quorum present. 
 
AGENDA  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – 8-22-18 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT 
V. CHAIRPERSON’S ANNOUNCEMENTS – RANDALL JACKVONY 
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

A. THE BOARD MAY DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING 
PROVISIONAL BALLOT DISPOSITIONS 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
A. THE BOARD MAY DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING 

REJECTED MAIL BALLOT APPLICATIONS 
B. THE BOARD MAY DISCUSS PLANNING FOR THE 2018 PRIMARY 

ELECTION 
VIII. UPDATES AND REMARKS 

A. REGISTRAR – NICHOLAS LIMA 
IX. COMMENTS OF BOARD MEMBERS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 
Mr. Jackvony asked for a motion to approve the agenda. 
 
MOTION: By Mr. Vierra and seconded by Mr. Joslyn to approve the agenda as posted. 
 PASSED ROLL CALL VOTE – 3-0 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Mr. Jackvony said the minutes were from the special Final Canvass meeting on Aug. 
22. Mr. Joslyn said he was not present, although he will second Mr. Jackvony’s motion 
to approve in order to move the matter. 
 
MOTION: By Mr. Jackvony and seconded by Mr. Joslyn to approve the meeting 

minutes of 8-22-18. 
 PASSED ROLL CALL VOTE – 3-0 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
There were no members of the public present who appeared to speak. 
 
CHAIRPERSON’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CHAIRPERSON – Randy Jackvony 
 
Mr. Jackvony had no announcements. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. THE BOARD MAY DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING PROVISIONAL 
BALLOT DISPOSITIONS 
 
Mr. Lima said he sent another email request on Aug. 21 to the state Board of Elections 
requesting action or an update on the Board of Canvassers’ formal request for guidance 
sent by Mr. Igliozzi earlier this summer. He said he still has not received any response, 
and at this point it may be safe to assume that the Board will not get a response from 
the state Board before the Primary Election. 
 
Mr. Lima said the state Board is continuing to work on a revised provisional ballot 
application, and passed around two recent drafts of this form to the Board members. 
For comparison, Mr. Lima also shared a copy of one of the 2016 problematic provisional 
ballot applications where a qualified voter had been disqualified for failure to mark a 
checkbox. Mr. Lima reminded the Board that we still do not have clarification from the 
state on this issue, and that we have received conflicting information between the 
guidance received in 2016 and from state Board staff earlier this year. 
 
Mr. Igliozzi agreed with Mr. Lima, that absent clear direction or any formal directive from 
the state Board following what has amounted to numerous requests, the Cranston 
Board of Canvassers should decide how to address this issue for the primary. 
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Mr. Jackvony clarified that the issue revolves around only those voters who are already 
properly registered and appear in their correct polling place, and have otherwise 
completed a provisional ballot with a matching signature to their voter record, but due to 
a combination of voter unfamiliarity with the form and pollworker error, the voter missed 
checking the age and/or citizenship checkboxes, which are part of the voter registration 
process, but are not stated in any federal or state statute or Board of Elections 
regulation to be required for a provisional disposition to be valid for an already 
registered voter. Mr. Lima said on the old, and even on the new form, in the current 
draft, the voter is verifying this information twice, in both a checkbox and by signing the 
form below a legal statement of affirmation of this information, which is why it doesn’t 
make sense to disqualify an otherwise qualified voter for missing a box on a form that is 
known to be confusing and poorly constructed. 
 
Mr. Vierra said it is clear on the voter’s on-file voter registration form that they have also 
already affirmed their citizenship and age. Mr. Lima said it is something the Board can 
use its discretion to decide on a case-by-case basis when reviewing provisionals the 
day after the election. Mr. Jackvony agreed, and if the signatures match, which is the 
requirement under state law, it would be wrong to disenfranchise a qualified voter. He 
said that the Board should take a stance that, if we can verify through research that a 
provisional voter is qualified in the rare cases where a checkbox is missed, and that the 
voter’s signature matches their registration, the Board should be able to use its 
discretion.  
 
Mr. Joslyn framed a larger issue in state law, wherein a voter can theoretically register 
and never comply with the Voter ID law by continuously voting a provisional ballot, and 
that there is essentially no check on a voter’s affirmation of citizenship. Discussion 
ensued. Mr. Jackvony said that is a higher-level issue than the narrow provisional ballot 
question the Board is currently discussing. Mr. Joslyn agreed, and added that he would 
like to see a better system put in place legislatively. 
 
The Board, Mr. Lima, and Mr. Igliozzi discussed and tweaked the exact wording of a 
motion to enact a temporary policy for this narrow category of provisional ballots that the 
Board is expected to review following the Primary Election. 
 
MOTION: By Mr. Jackvony and seconded by Mr. Joslyn, for the purposes of the 2018 

primary election only, using the existing provisional ballot application form 
presently in use, and absent a formal directive from the state Board of 
Elections, in the case of a voter who fails to mark a checkbox, but can 
otherwise be identified by a valid signature and who has a properly 
completed and valid registration on file, the Board of Canvassers may use 
its discretion in determining the disposition of their provisional ballot on a 
case by case basis. 

 PASSED ROLL CALL VOTE – 3-0 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. THE BOARD MAY DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION REGARDING REJECTED MAIL 
BALLOT APPLICATIONS 
 
Mr. Jackvony asked Mr. Lima to provide the Board a brief background on this, and if the 
office has heard from members of the public who had their mail ballot application 
rejected. 
 
Mr. Lima said that a number of mail ballot applications received, particularly those 
dropped off by one apparent campaign worker, were noticed to have a high percentage 
of rejections due to, among other issues, signatures not matching. The office staff 
determined this was a red flag warranting further review.  
 
Mr. Lima said the procedure is to mail the voter whose mail ballot application was 
rejected a letter explaining the rejection and providing a remedy. He said the vast 
majority of voters contacted corrected the deficient signature, and none responded that 
they were suspicious or questioned why their signature did not match on the original 
application. Since the issue remedied itself when the voters corrected their applications, 
and no voters contacted the office to raise further alarm, Mr. Lima said the issue does 
not appear to warrant continued investigation at this time.  
 
Mr. Jackvony agreed with Mr. Lima’s assessment. Mr. Joslyn said there are some 
questions that are unanswered given how drastically different some of the signatures 
were, but due to time constraints and the lack of a formal complaint, there is little more 
the Board can do.  
 
Mr. Vierra said he likewise originally questioned the number of invalid signatures, but 
since no voters have come forward after being notified, the issue is satisfied at this 
point. Mr. Lima said a red flag was raised, but no alarm bell went off following it, and 
that is where we stand. 
 
B. THE BOARD MAY DISCUSS PLANNING FOR THE 2018 PRIMARY ELECTION 
 
Mr. Lima reminded the Board that emergency voting is taking place at the Canvassing 
Department’s office on a daily basis, and two Board members need to come in daily 
between now and the election to sign mail ballot certification forms so the ballots can be 
transported to the state Board in a timely fashion. 
 
Mr. Lima said there are some pollbooks printed for the Board to sign, along with the 
citywide master list.  
 
UPDATES AND REMARKS 
 
REGISTRAR – Nicholas Lima 
 
Mr. Lima had no further updates. 
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COMMENTS OF BOARD MEMBERS 
 
There were no comments from Board members. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: By Mr. Joslyn and seconded by Mr. Vierra to adjourn. 
 PASSED UNANIMOUSLY – VOICE VOTE 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:26 p.m. 
 
 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 Nicholas J. Lima 
 Registrar 
 Cranston Board of Canvassers 
 
 
APPROVED by the Cranston Board of Canvassers: October 5, 2018 
 


